Subject: June PSAP Pulse
Attachments: 
	Hello from the GTAC!    

	
Hi everyone, 
We hope your summer is off to a good start! Welcome to this month’s edition of the PSAP Pulse! In this issue, we’re sharing the latest resources, upcoming events, and evidence-based strategies to support your work in mental health, substance use, and aging care for older adults. Let’s continue advancing the accessibility of aging in place in our communities!
As always, we have relevant resources and upcoming events below. If you have a testimonial or resource that you would like to share, please send it to NYAM by email at ylei@nyam.org.

	Staff Highlight: Meeting new NYAM staff, Yuxiao Lei & Dena Javadi

	 
[image: ]Yuxiao Lei, MSc, joined NYAM’s Center for Healthy Aging as the new Research and Program Manager, replacing Grace Morton. She completed her BA in Community and Global Public Health at the University of Michigan and recently graduated with an MSc in International Health Policy from the London School of Economics and Political Science. She has previously worked at NYU on health literacy and pediatric obesity research, and at Pfizer on the socioeconomic valuation of mRNA vaccines. As an immigrant who grew up in Queens, she is passionate about championing research, policy, and advocacy initiatives for older adults in NYC and beyond.
[image: ]Dena Javadi, MSPH, PhD, joined as the new Director of the Center for Healthy Aging at NYAM. She is a social epidemiologist and health systems researcher with an MSPH from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and a PhD in Population Health Sciences from the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. She has previously worked at the World Health Organization (WHO) on health systems strengthening, integrated care for older people, and workforce development, and at McMaster University on primary care strengthening to meet the needs of older adults.

	OMH Announcements

	Letter from NYS OMH on Federal Funding Cuts
The letter attached from April 19, 2025, details New York State Office of Mental Health’s monitoring of federal cuts and provides an email address, CBFM-FederalUnit@omh.ny.gov, for specific questions about federal developments. In terms of ongoing technical assistance, NYAM and OMH will be inquiring with PSAP grantees during coaching calls about any impacts experienced in response to federal cuts as well as program modifications and adaptations being considered for sustainability planning.	Comment by Choens, Karen (OMH): Add link to letter
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PeerTac On Pause Due to Federal Funding Cuts
Due to federal funding cuts, the Peer Support Services Technical Training Assistance Center, PeerTAC has been paused as of 4/16/25.
We share your disappointment in hearing this news and sincerely regret the impact this will have on your ongoing and future practice. At this time all resources and tools developed to date will remain accessible on our website, www.peertac.org.	Comment by Choens, Karen (OMH): Make sure this is an active link when send you send out.


	Recap: The 2025 Learning Collaborative

	
On March 12, 2025, the PSAP Learning Collaborative convened all six sites for a full-day event focused on peer learning, partnership-building, and sustainability. 
Key Activities:
· Role-Based Roundtables: Participants broke into role-specific groups (e.g., directors, peers, social workers, care coordinators) for self-facilitated discussions on challenges, best practices, collaboration, and sustainability. 
· Community Partnerships Session: LinkAge, Legal Services of Long Island and EWOGI presented case studies, followed by a group discussion on building and strengthening cross-sector partnerships. Participants reflected on gaps, trust-building strategies, and next steps for the next 3–6 months.
· Sustainability & Value Statements Workshop: Led by Nina Marshall (Oak Street Outcomes), this session trained participants in crafting compelling value propositions to support funding sustainability.
The event concluded with a reflection session, reinforcing shared learnings and setting intentions for continued collaboration. We thank you so much for your participation! 

	New and Recent Resources

	Upcoming Webinar on 	Comment by Yuxiao Lei: Would consider making upcoming webinars/meetings to be a new category so that it's not buried under prev news/webinars that people might not look over	Comment by Yuxiao Lei: Or make the upcoming info first & move the prev webinar info to later in this category	Comment by Mohammed Hussain: Will do this
Date: Tuesday, June 3, 2025, from 12-1:30pm	Comment by Simpson, Kathryn A (OMH): Is this newsletter going out by June 3rd? 
NYS Office for Aging and NYS Caregiving and Respite Coalition will be hosting a free virtual webinar on "." If you are interested in attending, please use the hyperlink above to register. 
This is a great opportunity, particularly for the mental health and substance use partners, to learn more about aging supports, including caregiver respite, NY Connects, Health Insurance Information, Counseling and Assistance Program (HIICAP), and Medicare enrollment. It will also provide information about special considerations for immigrants.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Upcoming Webinar on The Health Insurance Information Counseling and Assistance Program (HIICAP)	Comment by Yuxiao Lei: To insert webinar registration link once IT responds
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2025, from 12-1PM
Our June PSAP Webinar, hosted by Heather Leddick from New York State’s Office for the Aging, will focus on The Health Insurance Information Counseling and Assistance Program (HIICAP). 
This webinar will provide an overview of HIICAP services and answer some common questions that have arisen from past PSAP geriatric service demonstrations. Attendees will learn about Medicare eligibility and enrollment periods, Medicare drug coverage, and differences between Medicare and Medicare Advantage. Whether you're a provider, care manager, or advocate, this session will provide essential insights into HIICAP services and provisions. 
If you are interested in attending, please sign up for the webinar using this link. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Restorative Practice: No-Cost Training & Tools for Schools and Community-Based Organizations
The NYS Office of Mental Health (OMH) is offering free Restorative Practice training and consultation to schools and community-based organizations serving individuals across the lifespan. Rooted in connection, calm, and compassion, this approach helps participants strengthen emotional regulation, resolve conflicts, and foster stronger relationships and community well-being.
Training topics include:
· Building a culture of connection (aligned with the U.S. Surgeon General’s 2023 Social Connection Advisory)
· Trauma-sensitive approaches and understanding stress responses (fight, flight, freeze, fawn)
· Leadership development and optimal learning environments
· Restorative tools like circles and assertive communication
· Supporting equity and access through the social determinants of mental health
Training is customized based on an initial needs assessment and can be delivered in-person or virtually. CEUs are available for LMSWs, LCSWs, and licensed psychologists.
For more info or to schedule a session, contact Jon S. Rice at Jon.Rice@omh.ny.gov or (518) 473-0596.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mental Health Outpatient Treatment and Rehabilitative Service (MHOTRS) Program Guidance
OMH has issued updated guidance to clarify and support implementation of the revised Part 599 regulations, which govern MHOTRS programs across New York State. These updates aim to promote flexible, person-centered, recovery-oriented care for individuals with mental health needs.
Key Highlights:
· Program Redesign: Clinic Treatment Services have transitioned to MHOTRS to allow for greater flexibility and integration of rehabilitative and peer support services.
· Applicability: Applies to all OMH-licensed Article 31 outpatient mental health programs, including those jointly licensed by OASAS and DOH.
· Service Array:
· Required services include assessments, psychiatric care, psychotherapy, crisis intervention, medication treatment, and peer support.
· Optional services (some with prior OMH approval) include SBIRT, psychological testing, complex care management, and Intensive Outpatient Programs (IOPs).
· Off-Site & Multimodal Flexibility: Services can be delivered in-person or remotely, and multiple services can be provided on the same day.
· Co-Enrollment Guidance: Clarifies when individuals can receive services from multiple MHOTRS programs or in combination with other programs like ACT, PROS, and CDT.
· Staffing & Supervision: Updates on credentials for peer specialists and guidance on staffing waivers and student involvement.
· Documentation & Planning: Enhanced expectations around treatment planning, case records, progress notes, and collaborative documentation practices.
For full implementation tools and billing guidance, visit the OMH MHOTRS webpage and PSAP Resource library.	Comment by Choens, Karen (OMH): Please add thin link: https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/clinic_restructuring/part599/	Comment by Choens, Karen (OMH): Please add link to Resource Library where MHOTRS Guidance is posted.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
April 2025 Webinar on WISE-SBIRT and PSAP: Advancing Substance Use Interventions for Older Adults 
This webinar held in April, presented by OASAS, covered the Wellness Initiative for Senior Education (WISE) and the Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT) framework, highlighting their essential role in supporting older adults. If you missed the webinar or would like to revisit any part of the discussion, please find the webinar recording here and the webinar slides here. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PSAP Data Collection Refresher Webinar 
This webinar held in April provided a walk-through of client data entry and generating reports within the PSAP portal. The PSAP Evaluation discussed strategies to overcome data collection obstacles and preserve data quality. If you missed the webinar or would like to revisit any part of the discussion, please find the webinar recording here and the webinar slides here, and as usual feel free to email the PSAP Evaluation Team any questions about the screening and data entry process.
monroe.marshall3@omh.ny.gov keane.jones@omh.ny.gov christina.hatten2@omh.ny.gov
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PSAP Resource Library	Comment by Yuxiao Lei: Awaiting OMH confirmation & webinar link	Comment by Choens, Karen (OMH): If this is still outstanding, please send to all three members of our evaluation team and ask for it again and/or provide link to it on Resource Library where it should be posted.  We would like the grantees to see the wealth of information available through the Resource Library whenever possible.
As a reminder, the PSAP resource library we’ve been working on is live and ready for you to use. This library serves as a central hub for resources that support the PSAP programs. Find it here. 
We are actively seeking materials to add to the library. If you have any resources that fall into the following categories, or anything else that might be relevant, feel free to send them my way:
· Mobile Outreach and Engagement
· Flyers (both program and provider versions)
· Behavioral Health Services (Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Services)
· Aging Services
· Peer Services
· Technology
· Wraparound Funds
· Sustainability Plans

	Upcoming Conferences

	
USAging Conference and Tradeshow
Date: July 20-23, 2025

Hosted by USAging, the national association representing and supporting the network of Area Agencies on Aging, this Conference has become the country’s largest gathering of local leaders in aging well at home. Join more than 1,400 Area Agencies on Aging, tribal aging programs, federal, state and local leaders in aging, home and community-based services and caregiving from across the nation. Click here to register.
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